FAMiLY TimE

story and photos by TJ Schwanky
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1's beent four years now that Albema
anylers have been required 1o
participate in the limited-entey
drew process 1o retain walleye
fieun o mumber of lakes in the
provwinee, While this draw process
was fraught with pitfalls for the first couple
years and 1l met fierce opposition from o
number of anglers, it books as though it's here
1o slay, I've been forunnte encugh to draw
s Tor three of those vears gnd las2 vear we
managed to pick up amdersubseribed tags, so
we've been able 10 enjoy some great feeds of
fish for all four years that the draw has been in

place,

Fish snd Wildlife seemed 1o miss the point of

these \ags in the beginning and were

simewhat perplexed when anglers didn®t jump
all pver them, They didn’t realize that they
were selling walleye by the pound and nothing
mare. For some reason, they figured anglers
wonald shell out big bucks to keep a fow

wimoes of flkete 11 wasn' the case but after a
return trip 1o the dawing board, they scem (o
have gotten it right now, Anglers have ihe
oppartunity fo get out and cojoy a day on the
witber with the sdded bonus of some fillets for
the fry pan.

While many anglers still refuse to participate
m the draw just on principal alone, we've
made i1 an annual oiting with my folks, With
my busy life, it seems | don't get to share

many duys afield with them so these tags are
the perfiect exeuse, If vou drw them, you have
to ke time to o and | da,

My Mom just staried fishing four vears ago
when she drew her first Pigeon Lake fags so |
guess I"'m a litlle mose sccepting of these tays
than most, There aren’t many kakes anywhere
in Morh Ameriea where you can take a toanl

novice fishing amd expect they will catch S
phus walleye in a day but at Pigeon Lake, it's
pretty well o guarnmice.

I've been fishing Pigeon pretty hard for the
past decade and a half and I've seen it go from
the best trophy fishery in Albera to o lake
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overrn with average-sized walleye. 10 was a
victim of well-intentioned but over-ncahous
muragenent in the mid "8 when biologists
fielt the sky was falling on Albena’s walleye.
IF we leamned one thing from that fiasco it's
that Alberia’s willeye populations are fur
e resilient than ever theught, There's no
bt that with the limited number of lakes in
Alberta ond the heavy angling pressure that
walleve requine special ntention, but it's also
obwious that we can protect them 1o deatl

But, a8 we headed out i e rain on a cool
August moming none of that seemed to
matier, Mom kept looking ot the grey skics (o
thie west and saying, “Don’t worry it's going
1o b o sty day.” Vinessa and Drad weren't
wo convineed bat we were snujg and dry in
oter rain suits 5o it wos of 1o the humps in the
middle of the lake that we headed.

The grent thing about Migeon is hat you can
catch walleye virtually anywhere and in any
depth but as it wos 4 calm day, | thought we'd
siart ot the Iimps; away from the other boass
that wene clustered nlong the break off the
Provincial campground.

Somehow, 1'd managed 1o lose the GPS.
coondinaies 1o the humps but | took o bearing
fior the fir stwore and phout three
mibes later the
sonar reading
started eoming
up rapidly. I'd
hit the southem
tip of the south
lump bang
o, | guickly
saved the
coondinaies
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and we dropped anchor on a shell in 15 feet
of witer,

Amazingly, the rin had stopped ond the sun
wis doing its best 1o peak through the clowds.
“Lee, | eld you,” Mom said smiling

While [ was baiting up Moms shp bobber
rig, Vanessa was already imo a scrappy
weallgye that she boated in no time: 10 was
right ot 47 centimetres bul we had vowed to
hld ot for willeye over 48,5 centimetnes
50 hack in the kake ivwent. Mom's bobiser
quickly weit down too and she recled a fal 47
centimetre walleye inlo the boat.

There's definitely nothing complicated
aboun entehing walleyve in Pigeon Lake. Cluite
Tongsthy, if you teok a couple jigs and o couple
b of frocen minnows with vou, you'd be =2
for the day. I've never seen walleye 5o 10 une
with frosen minnows as they are i Pigeon,
There's definitely no sense in buying more
exprenisive baits, that's for sure. | usually plan
on a couple ubs of minnows per person for
& day of fishing on Pigeon and rere i3 the day
wihen you come home with bait left over.

While we were all using Realbait Walleye
Flasher jips, Vanessa was really putting on 2
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clinic when it came to catching walleye. ['m
1ot 2 huge believer when it comes bo colour
selection for walleve but | finally hod 1o ask
whot she was using. She had selected @ glow!
green head and it seemed the walleye really
liked fr. With a heavy biocm of nlgie on the
water there was litle question that the glow-
in-the-dark jig would be engier 10 find so |
sooom had everyvone switched over o zlow jigs,
It defimitely mode a difference amd I quickly
had 1o abandon my fshing rod in favour of the
net as the walleye were coming kn as [astas
everyaone o their hooks in the water. Douabile
and triple headers became the rule rther than
the exception. | was in charge of carefislly
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meeasuring ench fish and we soon had o coaler
full of fi walleye, with the smallest being.
npght a1 48,5 contimetres. There were definiely
poing o be some great meals of fresh walleye
fillets to enjoy.

The weather continued 1o get better as the
day progressed and the walleye action staved
Tet anndd heavy, While the term is often over
wsed, {1 quite possably was & perfect day
fishing. It was aroand fer in the allemoon
when we used our fisal tag and everyone
agreed it had been one of our best days ever.
With a three-hour drive ahemd of us, we
decided 1o call it a day. | honestly have no idea
how many fish came Lo the boat on that wasm
Aupgust day but it was definitely in excess of
2000, We nre really blessed 1o have places like

this in Alberta where you can take a novice

angler, young or old, and have them catch fish
al o fevered pace.

Trips like this really make me rellect upon
how lucky 1 am o be able o enjoy these
times with my folks. While both are in their
mid 70z, they ane very active and thoroughly
relish in getting oul and enjoying Alberta’s
ourdoor bounty, As our lives get busicr and
busier, we need o make a conscious effor
1o make the time for these trips, Mom ancd
Drad, desprite naod being real cutdoor people,
ook the time to foster my love of hunting and
fishing amd outings like this are the least | can
do. Whether it's your kids or your parents,
time spent hunting and fishing with them is
the best investment of your time that there
is. I'll keep applying for tngs or picking up
undersubscribed tags for Pigeon for as long as
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Mot and Dl are able to go.

I heave little doubt that you®ll see an increased
number of Albema’s lukes poing on drw in
the ensuing vears and | guess it's just another
x'LH]I ol how much this pm'.‘im;c i Erowing
inel the mpact it's having on owr fish and
wildlife resources. The opportunitics o go
fishing in Alberia nre preity well Timitless
bust thie abdlity 1o take a fish home for the fry
pan will likely become increasingly bess as
our population grows, despite the best effons
uf our fisheries managers, Compeoumd the
lation with develoy on

increaging poy

The jig and minnuw is deadly on Pigeon Lake
(sbove). The author holds up one of many

lakes like Pigeon, and car fisheries are facing
some real challenpes, 1"ve never seen the
algae =0 bad on Pigesn or the number of dead
whitefish that 1 did and I can’t help bul think
that the howsing explosion around the kake
isn’t a1 least partially responsible,

But all those worrnies seemed miles away as
we headed down the highway towards home,
We rccounted the slories of the day and had
1o laugh at owr pup, Jet, curled up on the seal
between Mom and Dad. He was sound asleep.
He had a busy day keeping track of all the fish
that everyone was calching and he could now
finally take a break, It wasn't long before Dad
was drifting off to sleep as well. [t had been a
long day. It had been a great day. It had been a
day that all of us came away from a litke mone
complete, Family time will do that, ®




